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ALL ABOUT PETER PAN 


Scottish writer J.M. Barrie first had his character Peter Pan appear in his adult 
novel The Little White Bird in 1902. However, the character’s most popular appearance 
came in late 1904 in the stage play Peter Pan, or The Boy Who Wouldn't Grow Up. The 
play’s version of the character turned out to be so popular that J.M Barrie published 
the novel Peter and Wendy in 1911 as a sort of novelized version of the play. Ever 


since, the character has appeared in movies, television shows, other plays, and even 


animated cartoons. 


Because J.M. Barrie didn’t provide many details about Peter Pan's appearance, 
adaptations of the character have shown him in a wide variety of ways. When played 


on stage, the role of Peter Pan is usually played by an adult woman! 


WV 


Peter Pan’s costume has changed many times over the years, including 
everything from a red tunic with green leggings to a green costume made of leaves. 
Most often the character has red hair and blue (or green) eyes. In the Disney film, 


Peter Pan wears a feathered cap and a green tunic. 


In the original play, Peter insists that no one can ever touch him, and the stage 
directions for the play itself indicate that other characters shouldn’t make physical 
contact with Peter. In one scene, Wendy tries to give Peter a kiss, but Tinker Bell puts 


a stop to it. It is never explained why Peter shouldn't be touched. Recent adaptations 


of the play have often ignored this aspect of the tale. 
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The next evening, as Mr, and 
Mrs. Darling were getting ready 
to leave for a party, Mr. Darling 
did just as he had promised. 
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Peter Pan rushed to the bathroom. 
He found a bar of soap, which he 
hoped would do the trick. 
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They flew through the night, and then through 


the day. Finally they reached their destination. 


There it is, 
Neverland. 


Look/ 
Indians/ 
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mermaids. 


That’s Captain 
Hook’s ship. 
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at the exact same speed, so 
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The pirates had caught Tiger Lily, the Indian 
princess, trying to sneak aboard their ship. 


There it is, 
just ahead: 
Marooner’s Rock, 
the one Capt’n 
mentioned. 
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Peter Pan, you 
saved me. So we Indians 
promise not to let the 
pirates harm you. | 
e We will sit 
guard as you 
sleep Tonight. | 
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There 
once was a 
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Oh Wendy, 
you are all wrong 
about mothers. 


Long ago, 
| thought that my 
mother would keep the 
window open for me. 
So | stayed away for 
moons and moons 
and moons. 


But when | 
flew back... 


“In my bed, there slept another little boy. 
My mother had forgotten all about me.” 
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now. 
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again. 
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my ship most 
hospitable. 


Peter Pan had no idea what 
was happening above... 
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words for your 
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are To die, then at 
least They will do so 
bravely. Unlike you, 


I’m sure. 
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It’s 
aboard 
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After cutting Wendy loose, 
Peter Pan freed the Lost Boys. 


Now, 
boys, have 
at them. 
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Stand aside 
boys. Hook is 
mine. 


Aye, Hook. It is 
your UNdoing 


all my do 












The two fought magnificently, with Peter Pan's 
quickness matching Hook’s longer blade. 


That would 
not be. good form. 
He is unarmed. | 
honor the rules 
of fair play. 
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“Il come every 
spring to visit. And if 
you like, you can visit 


Later, before bed, Peter P¢ 
came to see Wendy before 
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you cryingr” 
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GLOSSARY 


crept (KREPT)—moved slowly with the body close to the 
ground ; 


cunning (KUNN-ing)—cleverness or skill, especially at tricking 
people to get what you want 


flickering (FLIK-er-ing)—quick and unsteady moving of light, 
like turning a light switch off and on rapidly 


jealous (JELL-uhss)—feeling or showing an unhappy or angry 
desire to have what someone else has 


lagoon (luh-GOON)—an area of sea water that is separated 
from the ocean by a reef or sandbar 


modest (MAH-desst)—not very large in size or amount 


nurse (NERSS)—an old-fashioned term for a woman who is 
paid to take care of a young child in the child's home 


pursued (per-SOOD)—followed and tried to catch or capture 


ruin (ROON)—damage or spoil 


stalked (STALKT)—followed stealthily and sneakily 








COMMON CORE ALIGNED 
READING QUESTIONS 


1. Why does Peter Pan return to the Darling children’s bedroom as they are 
trying to fall asleep? (“Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly 
and to make logical inferences from it; cite specific textual evidence when 
writing or speaking to support conclusions drawn from the text.”). 


2. Who is Captain Hook, and why is he so important to the story? What is 
his relationship with Peter? ("Analyze the structure of texts, including how 
specific sentences, paragraphs, and larger portions of the text (e.g., a section, 
chapter, scene, or stanza) relate to each other and the whole.”) 


3. Why do Peter and the Lost Boys want to remain children forever? Would 
you want to remain a child forever? Why or why not? ("Analyze how and 
why individuals, events, and ideas develop and interact over the course of a 
text.”) 





COMMON CORE ALIGNED 
WRITING PROMPTS 


1. Imagine that you were one of the Darling children and you had your 
journal in one your pajama pocket on your adventures. What would 
you include in your journal about Neverland? Write about it! (“Write 
informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas and 
information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, organization, 
and analysis of content.”) 


2. Pretend you are Captain Hook. Write a letter to a future reader of 
this story explaining his point of view concerning Peter Pan and the 
Lost Boys. ("Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, 
organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.”) 


3. First describe your favorite setting in the story (feel free to look back 
into the story for good ideas). Once you've done that, write an essay 
that explains why this is your favorite setting. (“Produce clear and coherent 
writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to 
task, purpose, and audience.”) 
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